OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN '

GERALD C, MANN
AYTORNKY GENERAL

Dootor 8, M, Lister, Chairmsn
Texas Prison Board

Segond National Bank Bullding
Houston, Texas

Dear Sirxt

You have requested duy Opixioy
rrimanurdhummnl xd.ah to 9
alasion t%¢ the Prison § for NATDO
vate investigation of the a¥y
éo uuumm
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the prisoners and the personnel of the unit
they visit, ss the yees 40 not know whom
they represant or the purpose of their visit.

"1 should like %0 have you give me & rule
ing as to whather or not ths ¥rison Board has
the legal right to refuse thess people admission
to the Primson Systex for the purpose they desire,
Tleaze underytand that the Prison Board has no
ohjesotion whatever to an investigation Aif i¢ is
an officlal one; howsver, we 40 objeot to these
people who have no oonnection whataver with the
System or eny 3tate organimation coming in and
upsetting the morale of our inmates,”

. hozégorm:h laws now ?ﬁc rorge, t:;lat&ns & :ho eonduet
and managenant he Texas on Sys are the following
statutes and parts of statutes found in Vernon'a Reviged Oivil
Statutes-0r 19251 '

"Arte 6166@. ‘Control of prison systea

. *Ihe Texas Prison Board, togethor with the
manager hereinaftear provided for, shall be veate .
ed with the exclusive management and control of

- the Prissn Systeny and all pro ien —
it saped 2y s aatles 0
el r
of the sffairs of the Frison Syste 45 cor the
proper oars, treatmen eeding, olo an
nansgeasnt :)t the pril:;am eoni'ma tharein,”

"Art, 61665, Mansger's authority ani pay

| manager of the prisen ayebess why ehatit

arsl manager o . son aystem, who ,

gg;uu qualifications and training whiech sult .
to manege the affairs of a modern 1

institution, and 4t shall be his Quty oArTy

out the cles of the Texas Priscon Board.

The Board shall manage snd sontrol the

ayaten through the ungtr aslected by 4it.

* & %, The Bosrd shall delegate to such man-

ager suthority to manage the affeirs of the

prison sys subjeot t0 its control end

suparvision. * * *, The manager, with the
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consent of tna Tm. Frison Board, lhull
have pewer {0 prescride reasonable rules
nnd rogulatim goveraing the humane treat-
training anG diseipline of prisoners,
%o make provision for the separation
and olasssirioation of rrisoners sscording
to sex, color, age, health, sorrigidility,
and charaoter of offense upon whieh the
convigtion of tho prisoner was secured.”

wirt. 6166x, Labdor of prisoners
“Prigoners shall be kept at work under

such rules and regulstions as may be adopted
by the manager with the Board's approvalj

Qtn

- "Art, 616622, Visitors admitted

*The Governor, and all other menbers of
the Ezeoutive and has.cm Departments of the

Btate and mabers of the Laglsiature zhall be
sdnitted into the prisons, osmps snd other
plages where prisoners ars kept or worked, at
011 mkom for the purpose of obaerv-
canduet qmt and may bhold converas-
tion with t.he eonueu apurr. rrm -11 nrhm

We have quoted these statustory provisiocas for the pure
pose of presenting & falrly somplete pi.atm ot the extent of
the Trison Board's geheral powers with respect to the Jmnh
and control of the Prison Syetem, There are gertaln tations
on these 8, set out In ﬂu statutes relating to tentin-
ries (T4 108 Vernaon's Revised Oivil Statutes of 1925}, but
ngm of thm rnbriot the Banrd‘u powsr in the matter eomplalined
Qle

'rm; state that the persons who have undertaken & *"prie-
vate investigation" of the son System, alviaing the prisoners
"as to how the Systea should be run.™ m& auaxs.ng m 't-hlt
mrt: will be f:n nm nt th.o Wam, ha v¢ :

ror with Ghe s _ar any OrRENniEY
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take a stuldent of {zgolegy to see the inherent svils in sush &
unket, Article 616622, sbove gquoted, taken in conpection with
he other statutes cited, gives the Prison Board authority to
stop it. Ko mbre authority is needed,

It is therefore our'ops.nim that the Texss Prison Boaxrd
has the legal right to refuse such persons almissige to the Pri-~
ion Systes for the purposes steted in the Quoted pfh¥tlon of yowr

etter, T

Yours very truly
ATTOENEY GEHERAL OF TEXAS
By
/ I/ We Re Allen
~ Asaistant
Approved Dee 30 1941 :
‘-/ Qrover Sellera
irst Assistent
Attorney Generel
Approved: Opinion Committee
By BWEB, Chalrman
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